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A 
SKETCH 


LIFE AND WRITINGS 
5 on 
FENELON, 


ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 


—————— 


Tas celebrated and pious Francis 
de Salignac de la Motte Fenelon, 
Archbiſhop of Cambray, whoſe beau- 
tiful writings, devoted to the cauſe of 
virtue, have endeared his name to 
every future age, was of an ancient 
an illuſtrious family, and born at the 
caſtle of Fenelon, in the province of 
Perigord, which now forms the de- 
partment of Dordogne, Auguſt 6th, 
1651. 


vi 

At twelve he was ſent to the uni— 
verſity of Cahors, and afterwards went 
to finich his ſtudies at Paris, under 
the care of his uncle the Marquis 
of Fenelon. He ſoon made himſelf 
known at Paris, and preached there 
at nineteen with general applauſe ; 
but the Marquis, who was a wiſe and 
good man, fearful that the applauſes 
of the world might corrupt the native 
-goodnet s of his mind, per{uaded him 
to imitate for ſeveral years the ſilence 
of Telus Chriſt, 

At tw entv-four be entered into holy 
orders, and three years afterwards, the 
-Arch>»MHhop of Paris appointed him 
_ ſuperior to the neu female converts in 
that citv. In 1688, he publ.ſhed an 
excellent treatife on lemme education, 
whichis deemedthe beſt of rhe kiſ d in 
the French language. He a'fo publiſhed 
the ſame year a work, Concerning 
the Fu ctions of the Paſtors of the 
Church; and, the next, was appointed 


vil 


tutor to the King's grand- children, the 


Dukes of Burgundy and Anjou 
He lived at court ſome years, wirh- 
out ſoliciting or receiving any favors. 


The King, at length, in 1695, re- 


. his merits with the Abbe of 


Vallery; and ſome months after 

the Archb! my opric of Cambray 
Fenclon had not enjoved this ſitu- 
ation more than two years, before a 
ſtorm roſe againſt him, that obliged 
him to leave the court for ever, occa-— 
ſioned by his performance intitlegd, 
An explication of the Maxims: = 
the Saints“ in which he was ſuppoſed 
to favor the extravagant notions of 
Madam Guyon, and the principles of 
Quietiſm. A controverſey on this 
occaſion was for ſome time carried on 
between him and M, Baſſuet, Biſhop 
of Meaux: which terminated in att 
appeal to the Pope; when his Holineſs 
contemned the Archbiftop's book. by 


a brief dated March 12th, 1699. It 


has been aſſerted, that there was more 


vnt 


court policy than religions zeal in this 


aitair; but be this as it mav. the Arch- 
biſhop ſubmitted patiently to this de- 
termination: and, retiring to his doi— 
cel 5 acquitted imielf punctually in 
| the duties of his tation, and led a 
mol exemplary life. | 
The Adventures of Telemachus, 
tat tranſendent work, which is at 
„nde an exquiſite romance. and a fine 
DIC poe m, W ill ever render his memory 
immortal: the ſtyle is natural, the 
fictions well contr! ived, the es} ſub- 
lime, and the political maxims tending 
all tothe happineſs of mankind. Hence 
It 15 thought, as the printing of the 
work was ſtopped at Paris bv the com- 
mand of Lewis XIV. that the prelate's 
hereſy was in politics inſtead of reli- 
gion. The work, however, was 
printed in 1699; and though it com- 
pleted che ruin of the Archbiſhop at 
court, it rendered him famous through- 
out Europe. There are many other 
works extant, beſides what is here 
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mentioned, ſaid to come from his 
pen; but tils little Manual, which we 


have the picalure to prefent to the 
public a he and elegant edition, is 
reckoned to be tie lait production of 
this truly learned and pious prelate; 
and when we conſider its utility as the 
mo. utcul and beneficial for our fal- 
vation, it may be deemed one of the 
bet of his works. | 

The ſwectneis of his manners, as 
weil as his writings, obtained him 
univerſal e:cein. The Duke of Marl- 
borough, in the lad war with Lewis 
XIV. would not permit his troops to 
plunder the e.ate of the Archbithop 
of Crambrav. He died J nuary 3th, 
1-15. of an inflammation in hs Grant, 


occaſioned by a violent blow SO tb 


one evening on the overturning of his 
carriage, the horſes of which were 
frigatened by a cow croſſing the road. 
His memory has been honoured by 
the eulogies of the celebrated M. de 
la Harpe and M. D'Alembert. The 
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eulogy of the latter contains many 
pleaſing anecdotes illuſtrative of our 

pious author's paſtoral and domeſtic 
Character. We regret that our limits 
will only permit us to ſelect a few of 
theſe intereſting anecdotes, refering 
our readers, for the eulogy at large. to 


that valnable miſcellans The s Univer- 


ſal Magazine, for December, 1780, 
and the following ſupplement, 
Fenelon hinnelf, tavs D' Alembert, 
hath characterized that tim! icity 
which endeared him to every heart, 
Simplicity,“ {aid he, is that recti- 
tude of foul which forbids a too anx1- 
ous attention to vurfely es. and to our 
own actio s. This amiable virtue is 
very different from finceritv, and far 
excels it; for we often fee very fincere 
perſons who are devoid of fimplt- 
City. They would not paſs indeed 


but for what thev are, but they are 


continually apprehenſive of appear- 
ine to be what they are nat. The 


cinld of ſimplicity affects neither virtue 


X1 
nor truth. and is ever inattentive to 
that Self. of which the generality are 
ſo jealous.“ In this charming portrait 
Fenelon paints himfelf withour intend— 
ing it. He was ſomething better than 

modeſt, for he did not even think of 


being "Y To be loved and to be re- 


vered, he had only to ſhew himfelt ; 
and we might lay to him, 

Artis not maile for thee: thy ſoul diſplays 
A native worth, aud Wants no Lorrow'd rays. 


We will give ſome traits, continues 


D' Alembert, of that beautiful ſimpli- 


city, that humans and indulgent vir- 
tue, which the Archbiſhop of Cram- 
bray knew much better how to practite 
than to define. One of his curates 
aſſuming ſome merit to himſelt, in his 
preſence, for having aboliſhed the dan- 
ces of the pes ants on Sundays and 
holidays; Sir,“ ſaid Fenelon, Me 
will not dance; but ſuffer theſe poor 
people to divert themfelves. For a few 
momen's at leaſt let them forget the 
extreme wretchedneſs of their tate.” 
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He would often walk alone in the 


environs of Cambrav. He would ente 
Into the cottages of the pour peaſants; 
he wouid teat himſeif among them, 
and li::ening to ſome tale of woe, he 
would footh, be would comfort taem. 
The old men, who have hid the good 
fortune to fee him, vet {peak of him 
with the greate!! veneration: There, 
ſay they, is tie wooden chair, in 
which our good Archbiſhop uted to 
fit among us. Ah!” they would add 
_ weeping, © we ſhall never ſee him 
"more..”--: | 

He aſſembled in lis palace the un- 
fortunate country people, whom the 


ravages of war had driven from their 


homes, He maintained them, and at 
his own table he waited upon them. 
One day he faw a peaſant who eat 
nothing, and enquiring the reaſon, 
* Alas! my Lord,” ſaid the peaſant, 
* when I fled from my cottage, I had 


not time to bring away a cow that 


nouriſhed my family. The enemy 


«ll 
tine 
tav 
cit 
ſin 


an 
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all carry her off, and I ſhall never 


nnd ſuch a good one.” Fenelon, by 
' favour ot his fate conduct, left the 
city ,immedia.e.v, accompanied by a 
ſinzle don e.iic. He found the cow, 
and | brought her himſelf to the pea ant. 

The limp \licity of his virtue gained 
the moſt flattering triumph, on an c 
caſion that could not but be dear to 
lis recollection. His enemies (for, to 
the diigrace 0: humanity, Fenelon had 
his ercnics) had the deteſtable addreſs 
to place near him an eccleſiaſtic of 
great birth, under the title of his 
Grand Vicar but who, in reality, was 
a {py upon him. This man, who 


had cor.tented to undertake ſuch a 


baic employment, had, however, the 
relolution to puniſh himfelf tor it. 
After having long obſerved the pure 
and ipotleſs heart which he had been 

charged to calumalate, ſtruck with 
renuorie, he came, and threw himſelf 
In tears at the feet of. Fenelon, con- 
tented the un wor bv part which bt 5:41 


| xiv 
been induced to act. implored his par- 
don, and then ſougut' to conceal his 


ſhame in retirement and obicurity. 
During the war in 1701, a young 


Prince of the allied army ſpent ſome. 


time at Cambray. Fenelon gave ſome 
inſtructions to the Prince, who heard 
them with deference and Pee 
He particularly recommended it to him 
never to force his ſubjects to change 
their religion: No human power, 
faid he, can have any authority over 
the freedom of the mind. Violence 
may make hypocrites, but it can never 
perſuade; and to give ſuch proleiytes 
to religion is not to protect, but to 
enſlave it.“ 

It was the ſweetneſs of his te mper, 
and the idea he had formed of the 


divine goodneſs, that rendered him ſo 


.averied to the doctrines of Father 
Queſuel, which he calls cruel, unpi⸗ 
typing, and tending to plunge their 
vgtaries into deſpair; and, to combat 
theſe doctrines, he couſulted his hearty 


ar- 


ng 
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more than his theology: © What a 


terrible Being !' ſaid he, do they 


make of Goa! For my part, I con- 
pats him as a good Being! and I can 
er confent to regard him as a tyrant, 
who. having fettered us, commands 
us to walk, and then puniſhes us, 
becauſe we cannot obey him.” 

Fenclon was no ſoouer nominated 
to the Archbiſhopric of Cambray, 
than he relinquiſhed his Abbey of St. 
Valery, that he might not violate,” 
he ſaid, the eccleſiaſtical law, which 
forbids the poſſeſſing a plurality of 
bene tices.” Le Teller, Archbiſhop 

Rheims, who was terr:fied much 
"Jag by this example than by this 

tee elingly {aid to Fenelon, * You 
wes ablolutely ruin us. 

The ſaving of a man of letters, on 
v.ewing the deſtruction of his library 
by fire, hath been deſervedly com- 
mended; J ſhould have gained but 
little improvement from my books, if 
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I knew not how to bear the loss of 
them.“ Fenelon, who loſt his books 
by a ſimilar accident, expreſſed him- 
ſelf in a ſtiil more ſimple and affecting 
manner: God be praiſed,” ſaid he, 
that it is not the cottage of ſome 

oor family.” 

D' Alembert, who remarks that there 
is a lon?, dull epitaph, on his momu- 
ment. gives the following—* Under 
this tone Fenelon repoſes! Traveller, 
efface not, by thy tears, this Epitaph; 
that others may read it, and werp as 
well as thee l' 
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Pious Reflections, &c. 


FIRST DAY. 


ON THE WANT OF FAITH IN 
THE WORLD. 


1. WHEN the Son of Man com- 

eth, ſhall he find faith on the 
earth? Luke xvii. 8. Should 
he now come, would he find it 
in us? what fruits of faith have 
we to ſhow? where are the marks 
thereof? Do we believe this life, 
only as a ſhort paſſage to a 

B 


1 
better 2? Do we think, that 
to reign with Jeſus Chriſt In 


the next, we muſt ſuffer with 
him in this? Do we conſi- 


der the worid as a deceitful 


image, and death as the en- 
trance to true happineſs? Do 


ue live by faith? Does it ani- 


mate us? Do we rel:ſh thoſe 
eternal truths it ſets before us? 


Do we as carefully nouriſh our 
ſouls therewith, as we do our 


bodies with proper food? Do 
ve accuſtom ourſelves to fee 
all things in the light of faith; 
Do ve correct all our judg- 
ments by it ? Alas! the greater 
part of Chriſtians think and act 
like mere Heathens If we 
Judge (as we juſtly may) of 


t! 


fa 


3 
their faith by their practice, ws 
muſt conclude they have he 
faith. 

2. Let us fear leſt the king - 
dom of God ſhould be taken 
from us, and given to thoſe 
Who may bear better fruits. 


That kingdom of God is faith 
reigning within us, and govern- 


ing all ourthoughtsand actions. 
Happy ! is he v {ho has eyes to 
behold this kingdom. Fleſh 
and blocd have not. The wit- 
dom of the animal man is wil- 
fully blind to it. The inward 
operations of God, are as 2 
2 to him. To know the 

-onders of his heavenly King- 
0 m we mult be born again; 
aid to be born again we e muſt 


2 
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die. This is what the world 


cannot conſent to. Let the 
world then deſpiſe, and cenſure, 


and condemn the truth at plea- 


ſure. As for us, O God, thou 


haſt commanded us to believe 


and taſte the heavenly gift. We 


are defirous to be of the num- 


ber of thine ele&, of which 
we know none can be, whole 
life 1s not conformable to what 
thou haſt taught us. 


WV 


A 
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SECOND DAY. 
ON THE ONLY WAY TO 
HEAVEN. 


STRIVE to enter at the nar- 
row gate. Matthew vii. 13. 


The kingdom of Heaven 1s 
entered only by violence ; like a 


place beſieged, it mult be car- 
ried, as it were, by aſſault; 

The gate is ſtrait and narrow. 
The body of fin muſt be put 


to the torture We muſt num 


ble ourſelves, we muſt bend and 
creep, and become little. The 


great gate which opens wide, 
and is paſſed by multitudes, 


leads to ruin and death ; we 
cught to avoid all wide and 
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ſmooth ways. Woe unto us, 
while the world {miles upon us, 


5 May the ways we are in ſeems 


void of troubles : difficulties 
and perplexities are the ſureſt 
marks of the way to heaven. 
Let us be aware, therefore, how 
we tollow the multitudes, who 
walk by broad and commodi- 
ous ways; let us rather ſeek the 
traces of the few; let us ſeek 


out the footſteps of the ſaints 


along the rugged path of re- 
pentance; chmbing over the 
rocks, into places of ſafety, 
with the ſweat of our brow; 
expecting that the laſc ſtep of 
our lives ſhould {till be a vio- 


lent ſtruggle to enter the narrow 


gate of eternity. 
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2. We are not predeſtinated 
by God, but to be made con- 
formable to the image of his 


lon; to be faſtened, as he 


was, to a croſs; renouncing, 
as he did, all ſenſual pleatures; 
and to be content, like him, 
in the midſt of his ſufferings. 
But ſuch is our blindnets, we 
would get down from this crols, 
which unites us to our Maſter. 
We cannot deſert the crols, 


without we allo forſake Chriſt 


crucihed ; for the cruls and he 
are inſeparable. Let us then 
live and die with him, who 
came to ſhow us the true way 
to heaven; and let our only 
fear be, let we ſhould not 
finiſh our ſacrifice on the ſame 
altar, whereon he was conſum- 


8 
mated. Alas! all our endea- 
vours here tend to be more at 
eaſe, and thereby remove our- 

ſelves from the true way to 
heaven. We know not what 
we do. We do not compre- 
hend the myſtery of grace which 
unites a beatitude with tears, 
pronouncing the mourners hap- 
py. The way which leads to 
a crown is delighttul, although 
it ſhould be thick ſet with 
thorns, The way which leads 
to a precipice is frightful, al- 
though it ſhould be covered 

with roſes. We ſuffer, but 
ſtill he hope; we ſuffer, but 
we ſee heaven open; we ſuffer, 
but it is with a willing heart; 
we love God, and are beloved 
by him. 


9 
THIRD DAY. 
ON TRUE DEVOTION. 


IF any man among you ſeem to 


be religious, and bridleth not 


his tongue, but deceiveth bhis 
own heart, this man's religion is 
vain, St. James i. 26. How. 
often men deceive themſelves 
by vain religion. Some think 


it confiſt in a multiplicity of 


prayers ; others in doing many 
outward works, tending to the 
glory of God and ſervice of 
our neighbour ; ſome place it 
in conſtant deſires of {alvation, 
and others in great mortifica- 
tions. All theſe things are 
good, and even neceſſary in 


10 
ſome degree; but we deceive 
ourſelves, if therein we fix the 
foundation and eſſence of true 
piety. That piety by which 
we are ſanctified, and entirely 
devoted to God, conſiſts in do- 
ing his will preciſely | in all cir- 
cumſtances of lite. Take what 
ſteps you pleaſe, do what good 
deeds you will, let them ſhine 
with luſtre, yet you ſhall 
not be rewarded, but for hav- 
ing done the will of your ſove- 
reign maſter. Although your 


ſervant do wonders in your 


houſe, if he did not what you 
required, you would have no 


value for his ſervice, and might 


juſtly complain of him as a 
bad ſervant. 


14 


2. That perfect RIO 
ourſelves entirely to God, from 
whence devot ion hath its name, 
doth not only require that we 
do the will of God, but that 
we do it with love. He loveth 
a chearful giver, and without 
the heart, no obedience is ac- 
ceptable to him. We ought 
to think it a happinels to ſerve 
ſuch a maſter. And this devot- 


ing ourſelves to God mult be 


babitual; we muſt be alike re- 
ſigned to him in all things, even 
thoſe that are moſt oppoſite to 


our views, our inclinations, and 


our projects; and it muſt 
keep us in a conſtant readineſs 
to give up all our eſtates, our 
time, our liberty, our life, and 


12 


our reputation. Thus effec- 
tually diſpoſed, and act accord- 


ingly, is to have true devotion; 


but as the will of God is often 
hid from us, there is ſtill one 
ſtep farther to make in this 


renouncing ourſelves; it is to 


do the divine will with a blind 
obedience. I ſay blind, but ju- 
dicious obedience. This iS 
what all men are bound to do; 
even thoſe who are moſt en- 
lightened, and capable to con- 
duct others to God, muſt them- 
{elves be guided to him. 


| 
| 
] 
| 


& 1s UF we 


_ equally ignorant and abſurd as 
| having had a fight of the king, 


at court. They have forſaken 
the more heinous of vices, 
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FOURTH DAT. 
CONCERNING IMPERFECT 
CONVERSIONS, : 
SOME people who have 
been long diſtant from God, 
take themſelves to be very near 
him, the inſtant they begin to 
make ſome ſteps to toward him. 
The moſt ingenious and clear 
ſighted, are in that reſpect, 


any country clown, who, for 
ſhould think himſelf in favour 
their way of living is leſs cri- 


minal than it uſe to be. They 
judge then of themſelves, not 


14 
by the goſpel, the only ſure rule, 
but by comparing their paſt 
with the preſent lite they lead; 
and by theſe means they per- 


ſuade themſelves that they are 


in no danger; and take no fur- 


ther care for their ſalvation. 
This ſtate, perhaps, is more 


in danger than that of notori— 
ous finners ; for the condition 
of the latter may ſome time or 
other trouble their conſcience, 
and awake their faith, and put 
them upon endeavours of a- 
mendment ; but the imperfect 


condition of the former, only 
ſerves to ſtifle the remorie of 
contcience, to give them falſe 


ſecurity, and render the mala- 
dy incurable. 


15 
J have, faith one, con- 
feſſed the frailties of my paſt 


lite: I have read good books, 


attend at church conſtantly, 
and I pray to God, as ſeems 
to me, with a tolerable good 
heart. I now avoid, at leaſt, 
all great fins; but J Mn” 1s 


own I feel not mytclt ſuffici- 
ently affected, as to live as if 1 


were no more of. this world, 


and keep no meaſures with 1t. 


Religion would be too ſevere, 
if it left no room for ſome 
ſoftening expedients. The re- 
finements in devotion, which 
tome men propoſe to us, are 
carried too far, ſerve rather to 
diſcourage than inſpire a love 
of what is good. Theſe are 
the ſentiments of a lukewarm 


518 


chriſtian, who would purchaſe 
heaven at a cheap rate, not 
conſidering what is due to God, 
nor what it has coſt thoſe who 
have attained the enjoyment of 
him. A man of this charac- 
ter is very far from a true con- 
verſion; he knows neither the 
extent of the law of God, nor 


the duties of repentance. If 


he had been intruſted to com- 
pole the goſpel, it would have 
been a different kind of inſti- 


tution, and more indulgent to 


ſelf. love. But the goſpel is 
unchangable, and by it we 
{hall be judged at the laſt day. 
Let us then embrace it as a ſure 
guide, and fear nothing fo 
much as being flattered and 
deceived. 


15 
FIFTH DAY. 


ON A GOOD SPIRIT. 


1. THOU gaveſt thy good ſpi- 
rit to inſtruct them. Neb. ix. 
20. There is no good ſpirit 


but that of God : that ſpirit 


which removes us from the 


true good is but a ſpirit of il- 


luton, which leads us aſtray, 
\V howould be carried in a mag- 
nificent chariot which leads to 
an abyſs? The ſpirit is only 
made to lead us to truth and 
happineſs ; therefore, there is 
no good ſpirit but from God, 
which leads to ſalvation. If 
we defire to become poſſeſſors 
of the heavenly ſpirit we muſt 
C 


18 
renounce our own. Happy 1s 
the man who ſtrips himſelf of 


his own vain wiſdom to be 


clothed with that of God. 
2. Ho great is the difference 
between a fine, a ſuperior, and 
a good genius? The fine pleaſes 
by its agreeablenets ; the ſu⸗ 
perior excites admiration by its 
depth; but the good is the only 
fpirit by which we are rendered 
truly happy. Contorm not 
your ways to thoſe of the world; 
deſpiſe that vain wit fo muck 


eſteemed by the world for its 


facility in producing a ſmart 
repartee. Nothing is more vain. 
Our wit becomes our idol, as 


does a woman's face, who 


thinks herſelf beautiful. We 
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19 
admire ourſelves in our own 
thoughts. To prepare our- 


ſelves tor the lite hereatter, we 


muſt not only ditregard that 


falſe ſplendor of wit, but we 


muſt renounce all vain and 
worldly affairs, and proſtrate 
ourſelves with due humiliation 
before che Craſs, that we may 
enter with ſimplicity into the 
true faith in Chriſt. 
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SIXTH DAY. 


ON PATIENCE IN AFFLIC- 
TIONS. 


1. IN your patience poſſeſs ye 
% hong. Luke xxl. 19. 
1 he loul when it becomes im— 


patient loſes itfelt, whereas 


when it ſubmits without mur- 
muring, it p fleſſes itſelf 
and It Pole es God. 


* 12 
10 . 


To be impatient is to deſire 


what one has not, or not to 
he content with what one has. 
An impatient foul 1s a flave to 
us paſlion, having caſt off the 
Tei! 3 of reaſon and faith: 


Wat weaknels! What error 


15 his! Evil born willingly is 
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no longer an evil. Why then 


ſhould we make it a real evil. 
by not reſigning to it: the in- 
ward peace reſides not in the 
ſenſes but in the will; it may be 
preterved amidit the bittereſt 
afflictions, as long as the will 
ſtands firm and reſigned. The 
peace of this world conſiſts not 
* an exemption from ſuffer- 
„but in bearing it volun- 
_ | 
2. To hear vou murmur 
and repine, it would ſeem that 
you are the molt innocent foul 
breathing; that it is great in- 
juſtice not to ſuffer you into 
the terreſtial paradiſe. Call to 
mind how you have offended 
God, and you mult acknow- 
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ledge his upright dealings with 
you. Conteſs to him with the 
bumility of the prodigal ton, 
Father, I have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and thee : | know how 
I am indebted to thy juſtice, 
but I want courage to diſcharge 
the debt. If it were left to me, 
I ſhould deceive, I ſhould ſpare, 
I ſhould betray myſelf! But 
thy merciful hand executes 
what I ſhould never have had 
courage to do; it corrects me in 
love, that I may patiently en- 
dure its ſalutary corrections. If 
a ſinner has a juſt provocation 
againſt himſelf, the leaſt he can 
do, is to receive the penance 
which he had not the courage 
to chooſe. 
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SEVENTH DAY. 


ON SUBMISSION AND CONFOR= 


MITY TO THE WILLOF GOD. 


1. THY will be done on earth, 
as it is in heaven. Nothing 1 Is 
done here, any more than in 
heaven, but by the will or per- 
miſſion of God; but men do not 


always love that will, becauſc it 


is often oppoſite to their deſiies. 


If we were to love this will of 


God, and this only, then the 
earth would become heaven. 


We ſhould return thanks to 


God for all things, for cvil as 
well as good; ſince evil be- 
comes good from his hand, let 
us no longer then murmur at 
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the ways of Providence, but 
approve and adore the wiſdom 
of ir. O God! what do ! ſee 
in the courſe of the ſtars, in 
order of the ſeaſons, in the 
events of life, but the ac- 
compliſhment of thy will ! May 
it allo be accompliſhed in me 
may I love it; may it ſweeten 
and endear all events to me; 
may I annihilate my own, to 
cauſe thy will to reign in me 
For it 1s thine, O Lord, to 
command, and mine to obey. 

2. I hou haſt ſaid, O Lord 
Jeſus, of thyſelf, with relation to 
thy heavenly father, that thou 
always didſt what pleaſed him. 
John viii. 29. Teach us how 
far that example ſhould lead us, 


conduct be lanctified; 
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Thou art our model. Thou 
didtt nothing on earth but ac- 
cording to the will of thy lather, 
who is alſo willing to be called 
ours. We beſeech thee to ful- 
fil his holy will in us, as thou 
didſt in thyſelf. Grant, that 
we, being inſeperably united to 
thee, may never follow our 
own will, but his; ſo that not 
only our religious actions, but 
even our eating, ſleeping, or 


converſing may all be done with 


no other view but that of pleaſ- 
ing him, then ſhall our whole 
then 
ſhall our deeds become a conti- 
nual ſacrifice; inceſſant prayers 
and uninterrupted love. When, 
O Lord, ſhall we arrive at this 
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diſpoſition, Vouchſafe, we be. 


ther; and by thy grace to ſub- 
due our rebellious will; for 
it knows not what it would 
have; and nothing is truly good, 
but a conformity to thy will. 


— 2c. 


EIGHTH DAY. 


ON THE BENEFITS OF 
PRAYER, 


1. PRAY without ceaſing, 
1 Theſ. v. 17. Such is our de- 
pendance upon God, that we 
are obliged not only to do every 


thing for his ſake, but alſo to 


ſeek of him the means to do it. 


ſeech thee, to conduct us thi · 


— HS. ; A 
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This happy neceſſity of having 


recourſe to him in all our wants, 
inſtead of being grievous to us, 
ſhould be our greateſt conſola- 


tion, What happineſs is it, 


that we are permitted to ſpeak 
with confidence to him, to open 
our hearts, and to hold fami- 
liar converſation with him by 


prayer! He himfclt invites us 


to it. And, as St. Cyprian 
Juſtly obſerves, we may judge 
how willingly he is to give us 


thoſe benefits, which he himſelf 
ſolicits us to aſk of him. Let 


us then pray with faith, and not 
loſe the fruit of our prayers by 
a wavering uncertainty; which, 
as St. James teſtifies, often occa- 
ſions us to hefitate, The fame 
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apoſtle adviſes us to pray wher 
we are in trouble, + becauſe 
thereby we ſhould find re 
lief; yet ſuch is our unhappy 


ſtate, that this heavenly work 
is often a toil inſtead of com 


fort to us. The tepidity of 
our prayers is the ſource of all 
our other infidelities. 


2. Aſk, and it ſhall be given 
to you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 


knock, and it ſhall be opened 
unto you, Mat. vii. 7. It riches 
were to be had tor aſking, with 
what earneſtneſs, aſſiduity , and 
perſeverance would we aſk for 


them; if treaſures were to be 


tound with looking for, what 
would eſcape our ſearch? if by 
knocking, we could gain ad- 
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mittance into the king's coun- 
cil, or the higheſt preterments, 
what knockings we ſhould hear? 
But what reproaches, Pains, 
and difappointments we under- 


go, in ſearch of falle happinets, 


vain honors, and wretched plea- 
tures of this world, where no- 
thing remains but the remorte. 
Divine grace is the only true 
good, yet the only thing we 
neglect; the only thing we have 
not patience to wait tor. The 


Promiſe of Chriſt is infallibly 


certain, and it is our own fault, 


it we do not find the effect 


of it. 


— xc = 
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NINTH DAY. 


ON LISTENING TO THE VOICE. 


OF GOD. 


T's LORD, to whom ſpall we 


go? thou kaſi the cords of eternal 


_ life, John, vi. 68. Tis Jeſus 


Chriſt we are to liſten to. Men 


are no farther to be heard or 
believed, than as they have the 
truth and authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Books are only good, 
ſo as they teach the gol 
pel. Let us then go to this 
ſacred fountain. Jeſus, there: 
fore, only ſpoke and acted, 
that we may hear him, and 
ſtudy, with attention, the ac- 
tions of his life. Wretched a- 


\ 
t 
0 

\ 


we are, we follow our own 


3 
vain thoughts, and neglect the 


truth itſelf, whoſe words give 


eternal life ! O increated word, 


yet incarnate for me, cauſe 


my ſoul to comprehend thee ! 


Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant 


heareth, and defireth to obcy 
„%% OOTY 

2. Men often ſay, that they 
would gladly know, what they 
ſhould do to advance in virtue; 


but no ſooner does the ſpirit of 


God tell us what is to be done, 
our courage fails us in the ex- 
ecution. We are ſenſible that 
we are not what we ought to 
be; yet we behold our miſe- 
ries daily increaſing, and think 
we do a great deal in barely 
wiſhing we were better. All 


32 

kinds of toifhing or Willing, 
that are not ſtrong enough to 
make us ſacrifice whatever 1s 
an obſtacle to us in our way to 
God pals for nothing Let us, 
therefore, no longer hold the 
truth captive in an unrighteous 
tepidity, Let us hear what 
God ſuggeſt to us. Let us 
prove the ſpirit that incites us 
to perceive whether it be of 
God; and if it be, let nothing 
prevent our obedience. The 
Plalmiſt prayed to God, not 
only to teach him his will, but 
alſo to teach him to do it.— 
Teach me to do thy will, for thou 
art my God: thy ſpirit is good, 
lead me into the land of uprights | 
nei. Pl. exlii. 10. 


a. 
33 


TENTH DAY. 


ON THE RIGHT USE OF. 
AFFLICTIONS. 


1. THEY that are C'rift's 


have crucified the fleſh, Toith the 


afflictions and luſis. Gal. v. 24. 
The more we fear croſſes, the 
more reaſon we have to think 
we ſtand in need of them: let 


us not be dejected when the 


hand of God layeth heavy ones 


upon us. We ought to judge 


of the violence of our diſcate. 
by the violence of the remed125 


our ſpiritual phyſician preſcribes. 


us. It is a great arg.ment of 

our extreme wretchednels, and 

of God's mercy, that notwith- 
{I a 


37 
ſtanding the difficulty of ou; 
recovery, he vouchſafes to un- 
dertake our cure. Let us then 
draw from our very affliction, 
a ſource of love, of comfort, 
and truſt in God, ſaying with 
the apoſtle; Our light afftiftion, 


which is but for a moment, 


worketh for us far more exceed. 
ng and eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor. iv. 17. Bleſſed are they 


who weep, and ſow in tears, 
becauſe they ſhall reap with 
ucffable joy the harveſt of an 


eternal felicity, | 

2. I am crucified with Feſus 
Ct, faith St. Paul; we are 
natled to the croſs with him, 


4. by hun ; for his grace fixes 


us there; and for his fake we 


ny 
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are unwilling to quit the croſs, 


leſt by forſaking it, we ſhould. 
part with him. O luffering 
and adorable Jeſus! to whole 


{acrifice I unite mylelt, do thou, 
communicate to me, together 
with thy croſs, alſo thy ſpitit 
ot love and refignation. Make 
me think leis of my ſufferings, 
than of the happineſs of ſuffer- 
ing with thee. Make me love 
thee, and [ ſhall not fear the 


croſs; and although my fuf- 


terings ſhould be very great, yet 
they Will not be greater than I 
am willing to endure. 
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ELEVENTH DAY. 


ON MEEKNESS AND 
HUMILITY, 


1. LEARN of me, for I an 
mec, and lowly in heart. Nath, 
xi. 29. If we had been taught 
this leſſon by any other than 
Jetus, the imperfection of the 
teacher would have tuniſhed us 
with obiectious to the doctrine. 
He, theretere, taught it him- 
ſelf, and that too by his own 
example, which is ſuch as 
ought to ſilence all object ions; 
ſucu as hould make us adore, 
be contounded, and imitate. 
What! the Son of God de- 
ſcends from Heaven to earth, 
aſſum es a corrupibic body, and 
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expires on a croſs, to ſhame us 
cout of our pride! He who is 


all, annihilates himſelf; and I, 
who am nothing, would be, 
or at leaſt ſeem to be, every 
thing but what I am! O what 
an imprudent vanity, and dia- 
bolical preſumption. Our Lord 
ſaith not, Be ye meek and lowly ; 
but he ſaith, [ am meek and lowly 
of heart: It is ſufficient to know 
that he is humble, to conclude 


that we ought to be fo. His 


example 1s of that authority, 


as ſome may find a diſpenſa- 


tion for, much leſs the ſinner, 
who may well chooſe humility, 
when he has deſerved con- 


demnation. 
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2. Our Lord is both meek vic 
and humble, becauſe humility ane 
is the fountain of true meck-, is 
nels. Pride is ever haughty,| col 
impatient, and captious ; but the 
he who deſpiſes himſelf is con- tir 
tent to be deſpiſed. He who ab 
thinks nothing i is due to him, th; 
will not think himſelf neglect- 
ed. The true virtue of meek- 
neſs is never the effect of the 
conſtitution ; all appearance of | at 
it, that are the product of mere 
nature, ariſe from weakneſs, 0. 
dolence, or artifice. To be 
meck toward others we mult | © 
renounce ourſelves. 
To meekneſs, thou addeſt, C 
O Lord, lowlineſs of heart; 1 
he requires no ſpeculative con- * 
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viction, but the real bent 


and ſentiment of the heart; it 


is lowlineſs to which the will 
conſents, and which it loves for 
the glory of God; it is an en- 
tire diſtruſt of ourſelves, ourown 
abilities, and natural ſtrength, 
that our cure may be owing to 


| God alone. To deſpair when 


we ſee our own wretchedneſs, 
is not humility, but a moſt 
abominable kind of pride. 


A323 MP 


- TWELFTH DAY. 


ON THE FAULTS OF OTHERS. 


1. Bear ye one another's burden. 
Gal. vi. 2. Charity does not 
require of us, that we ſhould 
not ſee the faults of others, but 
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that we ſhould avoid being wil⸗ 
lingly attentive to them without 


neceſſity; and that we ſhould not 


be blind to their good qualities, 


while we are clear ſighted to 


their bad ones. We ſhould 
ever remember what change 
God may every moment work 
in the moſt vile and unworthy | 


of men. Should bear 1n mind 
the reaſons we have to deſpiſe 
ourſelves, and conſider that true 
charity, as it fees all things in 


the ſame light that God does, 


muſt thereby extend itſelt to the 
meaneſt of his creatures. Grace 


dcoes not take away our know 


| ledge of what 1s contemptible, 
but teaches us to bear with it 
in a devout ſubmiſſion to the 
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ſecret deſigns of God. It does 
not permit us to indulge our- 
ſelves in diſdainful temper, or 
other natural impatiences; but 
make us principally regard, and 
rely wholly upon God, ſo as it 
prevents our being diſappoint- 
ed, or provoked at the tolly 
and corruption we ſee in the 
world. | 

2. What if others are weak, 
is that a ſufficient reaſon you 
ſhould have leſs regard tor 


them? You complain of their 


troubling you ; do you give no 
one any trouble ? You that are 


ſo much ſhocked at the faults 


you fee in others, are you your- 
ſelf without faults? You can 
{ce your neighbour's imperfec- 
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tions, but you are blind to your 
own. It all, to whom you 
have been burdenfome, ſhould 
return the trouble they have 
had with you, you would fink 


under the weight. And be» 
ſides, even ſuppoſing that men 


had nothing to reproach you 
with, why ſhould you fo far 
forget what obligations you lye 
under from God, not to ſhow 
that forbearance towards your 
brethren, which he ſo abun- 
dantly extends towards you. 
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THIRTEENTH DAY: 


ON THE ONLY THING 
NECESSARY. 


1. THOU art careful and trou- 
bled about many things, but one 
thing is needful. Luke x. 41--2. 


We fancy we have a thou- 


{and things to do, and we have 
but one. If that be done, the 
others are included in it. It 
that one fails, all the others, 
whatever ſucceſs they may ſeem 
to have, will all come to no- 
thing. Why ſhould we then 
divide our heart and our care ? 
O my only concern, thou ſhalt 


henceforth be my only care! 


In the ray of divine light, I 
will each moment peaceably 
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perform, according to my abi. 
lities, what Providence puts 


in my way. I will be careful tor 


nothing elſe, becauſe nothing 
elle is my buſineſs. 


2. 1 have finiſhed the zvork, 


which thou, O Faiſer, gaveſt me 
to do. John xvii. 4. Each of 
us ought to be able to ſay as 
much at the day of judgment. 


I ought to conſider the bufineſs 


which occurs daily by the order 


of Providence, as the work. 


which God appoints me, and 1 


ſhould apply myſelf to it in a 


manner worthy of God, name- 


ly, with exactnels, and with 


tranquility. I ought not to 


| DegſcCt any thing, tor it is dan- 


gerous to do the work of God 
negligently, or to appropriate 
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it to ourſelves by ſelf. love, and 
a falle zeal: in this laſt cate, 


we pertorm our actions from a 
principle of telt-will ; we are 
eren eager and anxious to {uc- 


ceed, and that under the pre- 
tence of ſceking the glory of 
God. Thus ſelt-love diſguiſes 
itlelt under the appearance of 
zcal; and grieves, and is affict- 
ed, when it fails in carrying its 


deſigns. O God grant me grace 
to be faithful in the action, and 


reſigned as to the ſucceſs! My 
only buſineſs is to do % will, 
and to do 1t as fi wi, not 
forgeting thee in the perfor— 
mance of it. It is thine to 
grant my teeble endeavours what 
tucceſs thou pleaſeſt, even none 
if thou thinks proper. 
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FOURTEENTH DAY, 


ON PREPARATION FOR 
DEATH. 


1. THOU fool, this night thy 
foul ſhall be required of thee: 


then Whoſe ſhall thoſe things | 
be which thou haſt provided? 


Luke xxii. 20. Deplorable 


is the blindneſs of mankind, 


who will not think of death, 
but divert their minds from 
what is inevitable, and which 
they m:ght render happy by 


thinking of it. To thoſe who 


are fond of this lite, nothing 
is 0 terrible as death. It 
is ſtrange, that after the ex- 


perience of to many ages We 


ſhould not judge more ſolidly of 
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the preſent, and the future, ſo 
as to take proper meaſures in 
the one for the other. We are 
infatuated with this world, as 
if it were never to have an 
end; and we neglect the next, 
| = it had no beginning. The 
memory of the greateit actors 
upon the theatre of the world | 
mall periſh with them: God | 
permits all to be loſt in the ö 
abyſs of oblivion, and man more | 
than the reſt: the pyramids 
of Egypt are yet viſible, but | 
the name of him who built 
them is not known. What 
then will the plealanteſt life 
here avail, if by prudent and { 
chriſtian means, it leads us to 
ſweeter and happier death. 
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2. Therefore be ye alvay 9 
ready: for ia ſuch an hour as {el 
ye think not, the Son of Man um: 
cometh, Nat. xxxiv. 44. Theſe felt 
words are addreſſed to every Tt 
one of us in particular, Yet for 
all men (for few, even among all 
pertons of piety, are to be | pe 
cepted) reckon upon a long 
1112, and form projects accord - 
ingly. And from whence pro- 
ceeds this obſtinate hope ot 
lite! it is becauſe we love it 
paſſionately. From whence it 
is that we affect to remove ; 
death at ſuch great diſtance | j 
from us? it is becauſe we 
do not love the kingdom of 1 
God, nor the greatneſs of the 
lite to come. O groſs and ſtupid 
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„ mortals, who cannot raiſe them: 
a3; ſelves above this earth, where= 
i in, even by their own 2 1 
ſe feffion, they are miierable | 
y The true manner of preparing {1 
et for the laſt moment is to ſpend \{j 
o all others well, and ever to ex- | 


y | pect that. 

8 _ | 
- FIFTEENTH DAY. | 
ON ETERNAL HOPE | 
THE eye hath not ſeen, nor [ 
the ear heard, neither have en- IK 
, tered into the heart of man, the | 


. | things which God hath prepared 

for them that love him. 1 Cor. 

- | 1. 9. What proportion 1s. there 

between what we do upon earth, 
and what we hope for in hear } 
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ven. The primitive chriſtians 


inceſſantly rejoiced at the pro- 
ſpect of their hope; Heaven 
{cemed open betore them. Net- 
ther trouble, nor diſgrace ; 
torments, nor cruel death, could 
divert them from the view of it. 
They knew the infinite bounty 
that was to reward their ſuffer- 
ings ; therefore, they thought 
they could never tuffer enough. 
They were tranſported with joy, 
whenever they were deemed 


worthy of fome great humili- 
ation ; and we, cowardly ſouls, 


would ſuffer nothing; and the 
occaſion is, becaule we want 
thole hopes that ſhouid ſup- 


port us. The Icalt croſſes 


overwhelm us, even thoſe that 
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ſprings from our pride, folly, 


or effeminancy. 
2. Thoſe who ſow in tears, 


ſpall reap in joy. Pl. cxxv. 5. 


We muſt ſow that we may 
reap, and this life is the ſeed- 
time; in the next we ſhall 
reap the fruit of our labours. 


The carnal man, idle and im- 


patient, would reap without 
ſou ing. We would ſerve him 
at little coſt, We would have 
the ways to him made wide, 
{mooth, and eaty. To hope 
for much, and ſuffer nothing, 


is What ſelf- love aim at. Blind 


that we are, ſhall we never ſee 


that the kingdom of God fuf- 
fers violence, and that only 


thoſe who do themſelves vio- 
E 2 
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lence, are worthy to enter it. 
Let us n1vurn and be grieved 
here upon earth, ſince bleſſed 
be they that mourn; and woe 
unto thoſe who receive their 
conſolation in this life. The 
time will come when theſe vain 


Joys ſhall be confounded. The 


world ſhall weep in its turn, 
and God ſhall wipe the tears 


from our eyes. 
— 


SIXTEENTH DAY. 


OF OUR DAILY BREAD. 

1. GIVE us this day our daily 
bread. By this bread 1s meant 
not only the bodily food which 
Providence provides us with, 
but allo that nouriſhment of 


* 
- 


F 


f 
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truth, which God daily pro- 


vides for our fouls : it is the 
bread which nouriſheth to eter- 


nal life, which improves and 


fortifies the ſoul in tria's of 
faith. This God allot us each 
day; appointing preciſely thoſe 
inward diſpoſitions and out- 
ward circumſtances, Which are 
moſt requiſite to make us ad- 
vance in faith and fel; dental; 

and we receive our daily bread 
from him, by accepting, as 


from his hand, ail his a; point- 


ments. 

2. Hunger gives a reliſh to 
food, and ders it beneficial. 
Why have we not hunger 


and thirſt after righteouſneſs ? 
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Why are not our ſpiritual ap- 
petites as keen as thoſe of the 


body? We think the man ſick | 


who has loſt his appetite ; and 
ſo it is with our ſouls; they 
languiſh, and are in an evil 
ſtate, as long as they are with- 
out a ſpiritual hunger for that 
food which cometh from God. 
Truth and righteouſneſs are 
the food for the ſoul. To 
know what is truly good, to be 
filled with it, to be ſtrength - 
ened by it, that is the ſpi- 


Titual food, the heavenly bread » 


we are to feed upon. Let us, 
then, appear before God with 
the carneſtneſs of poor beggars, 


who crave for ſome bread to 


e 
K 
1 
4 
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ſubſiſt on. The worſt kind of 


poverty is, not being ſcnfible of 
our wants, Let us, therefore, 
read and pray with this mental 


hunger for what ſhould nouriſh 
our fouls; with this ardent 
thirſt for that water which 
ſprings up into everlaſting life. 


Nothing but an carneſt and 
conſtant deſire of inſtruct ion 
can quality us for the know- 


knowledge of the wonders of 


the law of God, Ex ery One re- 
ceives this knowledge only in 


proportion as he defires it. A 


great degree of this deſire is 


the proper Preparation for re- 


ceiving tne holy lacrament of 


the Lord's Supper. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY. 
ON THE IN W ARP PEACE or 
THE S9UL. 


RCs [ give unto you, not as 


the cord ziveth, give I unto 


you, John x1v. 27. All man- 


k ny lcek for peace, but they 


ſcek where it is not to be found. 


T. ey ſeck it in the world, which 
15 ever promiſing, but can never 


give us a ſolid peace: that is 


the gift of Chriſt alone, who 
reconciles man to himſelf, ſub- 
dues his paſſions, ſets bounds to 
his deſires, inſpires the hopes of 
eternal happineſs, and gives him 


the joy of the Holy Ghoſt; 


PEACE I lea e with Jon, | 


and then you ſhall enjoy peace, 
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ſuch a joy as perſiſts in the 
midſt of ſuffering, and flowing 
from an inexhauſtible ſource, +! 
becomes a perpetual fountain 
of delight, which the malig= |} 
nity of mankind can never in- 
terrupt or diminiſh. 

2. True peace 15 only to be 
found 1n the poſſeſſion of God : 
and the poſſeſſion of God 
cannot be attuined but by 
faith and obedience : remove 
all torbidden objects; reno nce 
all unlawtul deſires; baniſh al! 
earneſt care and anxiety; de- 
fire only God; teek only God ; 


5 _ 
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ſuch a peace as the world 
cannot diſturb. For what can 
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diſturb your repoſe ? Is | 


poverty, dilgrace, diſappoint: 
ments, inward or outward 


croſſes? You ſhould look on 
all theſe in the hand of God, as 


real favours, which he vouch- 


lafes to make you partakers 
therein. Then the world will 
have a new appearance to you, 


and nothing ſhall rob you of 
the peace you enjoy. 


EIGHTEENTH DAY. 


ON DECEITFUL JOYS, 

1. I SAID of laughter, it is 
mad: and of mirth, what doeth 
it ? Eccles. ü. 2. The joys 
of the world are only to be 


cor 
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compared to thoſe delerious 
pertons who have been deprived 
of their reaſon by diſtemper. 
Deluſion is the oaly cauſe of 
their pleaſures: We think our 
ſelves in abundance, when in 
reality we are quite deſtitute. 
Death will end this dream of 
tolly, and when we awake we 
ſhall be confounded at our po- 


verty. Wretched, theretore, 


are thoſe, whole thirſt after the 


- pleaſures of the world has ren- 


dered them incapable of true 
conſolation. Let us ſay con- 
tinually of ſuch vain and inſi- 
pid mirth, what dolh it? No- 
hing is a ſolid ſubject of joy, 
but our hopes of God's favor. 
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All other delight is but a mer die 
dream. War 
2. Whoſrever rinketh . 
this Tater ſhall thirff again. Vor 
John iv. 13. The more me © 
drink of the corrupted waters, 81“ 
the more we thirſt. This may | - 
be ide applied to all worldly | be 
ſarisfactlons, the more we en- | 
joy hem. the more we want 1 
tl u. The poſſeſſion of riches © 
only increaſe our thirſt after 
then.. A-arice and ambition 
are g re diſcontented for what 
they i-ave not, than contented 
Wit, „hat they have. The 
en! tnent of pleaſures only 
ſott. 1s the ſoul, and renders 
it intatiable. The more we 


ere 


Ul 
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divert ourſelves, the more we 
want diverſion 3 and 1t 1s eaſter 


to perſevere 1n a ſtate of fer- 


. vor and penitence than to re- 


we 
IS, 
ay | 
ly | 


n- and its vain joys ſhould ſeduce _ 


cover it again, when we have 
given way to pleaſure and re- 
laxation. Let us keep our 
heart with care, leſt the world 


it, and leave us nothing 1n the 
end but deſpair. 


NINETEENTH DAY. 
ON HOLY TEARS. | 
1. BLESSED are they that 


mourn, for they ſhall be comfort- 


ed.— Mat. v. 4. What new 
kind of tears are theſe, ſaith St. 
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Auguſtin, which render thoſe 
happy who ſhed them? This 
happineſs conſiſts in beipg al- 
flicted for the wickednets of 
the world; and the many dan - 
gers which ſurround us, and 


the ine xhauſtible corruption 
of our hearts. It is a great 
gift of God, to fear loſing his. 


love; to fear leſt we hould 
wander from the ſtrait way, 
The taints ſhed tears for ths. 


ten 
OU 


OC 
fi 
G 
tl 
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It is difficult to rejoice while ; 


in danger of looſing what one 
values moſt, and of loofing one's 


ſelf with it. It s impoſſible 


not to be afflicted, while all one 
ſees 1s but vanity, error, of- 
fences, forgetfulneſs, and con- 


ole 
his 
at. 


of 


Ne 
the love of him cauſes our tears 


to flow, and he ſhall himſelf 


wipe them from our eyes. 
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tempt of the God we love. We 
ought to weep at ſo many fad 
occaſions of ſorrow ; our af- 
fiction ſhall be pleaſing to 
God. He himſelf inſpires it; 


2. We hear Jeſus Chriſt ſay, 
Moe unto you that laugh now, for 
ye ſhall mourn and weep. Woe 
unto you that are rich, for ye 
have recei.ed your conſolation. 
Luke vi. 24--5. And yet we 
continually ſeek after mirth and 
riches. He alſo faith, Bleſſed 
are . they that Weep, yet We 
fear nothing ſo much as ſor- 


row. We ſhould grieve here, 
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not only for the dangers & | 
our on Hate, but tor every 
thing that is vain and criminal, 
We ſhould weep tor ourſelves | ; 
and others: all deſerves our 
tears. Happy the tears which 


ſpring from grace, that g 
us a diſlike tor theſe tranſitory 


things, and produce in us the 


deſire of eternal happineſs. 
TWENTIETH DAY. 
ON WORLDLY WISDOM. 


1. THE prudence of toe fleſh» 


is death to the ſoul, The wil- 


dom of the worldly minded 


muſt be great, fince Jeſus Chriſt 


aſſureth us it 15 greater than | 


give 


e 07 


65 


| that of the children of God ; 


but notwithſtanding all its pre- 


| tences and fair appearances, it 
is fatal to thoſe who take it for 
their guide. This crooked and 


ſubtle wiſdom is molt oppoſite to 


that of God, which is ever plain 


and fimple ; and what does it 
avail its profeſſors, ſince they 


are always taken in their own 
devices? Tlie apoſtle St. James 


ſaith of this kind of wiſdom, 


that it is earthly, animal, or 
fonſual, and devaliſh. James 
i. 15. Earthly, becaule the 


extent of its cares, are the ac- 
quiſition and poſſeſſion of things 
of the earth. Animal, or ſen- 


ſaal, becauſe it ſeeks only to 
make provifien for the gratiſi- 
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cation ol our e, or ſenſual 
aj petites; and devili/h, becaule 


to THe | lubtuity and penetration 
ct a demon, it Joins allo all his 


mace. Nentoqualitied, think 
to impoſe upon others, but in 


the event, they only decene 
thoinkltves:; 

2. Lind, therefore, are all 
thole, uh) think themfelves 


enduea with widom without 


the grace of Chriſt, which alone 
1 


can wake us truly wile, They 


Puriuc phantoms | in the dark, 
like tbele, who in à dream, 
think themtelves awake, and 
Delle ve all the objects they 
tançy to be in reality, and a 
true picture of hte. 80 great 


i5 nir lntatuations, that whule 


— - 
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they are purſuing their vain 


objects of pleature and ambi 
tion, they ſee not what lies in 
the way before them—often 


Citgrace, always death, judg- 


ment, and eternity. Lheſe 
great objects daily advance, and 
apfroach nearer to prophane 
men; yet they perceive them 


not. Their Pol litical fill tore 
lees every thing, but the ine 
vitable fall and annihiliation of 


all they ſet their hearts upon. 
O mad and infatuated men, 
when will ve open your ches 
to the hig!.t of Jeſus Ch rilt, 
which will diſcover en zptine! 
of all the grandcurs here be- 
low. 
5 
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TWENTY- FIRST DAY. 
ON TRUST IN GOD, 


1. 1T is better to truſt in the 
Lord, than to put confidence in 
Mun. Pl. cxvin. 8. We are 
ever truſting to one another, 

to weak ſrends, to BIR R 


tul fervants ; yet we fear to 


put our truſt and confidence 
in God. We rely upon the 
writing of a great man in 
public authority, as to our 
temporal concerns, but will 
not have any aflurance in the 
Goipel. The world promule, 
and we believe; but God pro- 
tetts, and we doubt whether we 
mould Lelievre or no. What 
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69 | | 
diſreſpect to him! What miſ- 
chief to ourſelves is this! Let 
us reſtore the true order of 


things, and regulate our confi- 
dence by the laws of a juſt pro- 


portion. Let us perform what 
depends upon us with moder- 


ation; and expect what depends 


upon God without any reſtric- 


tion. Let us ſuppreſs all haſ- 
tineſs of paſſion, and all ſolici- 
tude diſguiſed under the name 


cf zeal: who acts thus ſhall 
eltablitheth themſelves in God, 


and become immoveable as 
Mount Zion. 

2. Our truſt in God with 
regard to our ſalvation ought - 
to be {ſtill more elevated and 
firm. St. Paul faith upon this 


— 


7 
account, | Z Ca, fo all things 
through Chrift Tho Prengthens 
me... "Phil. W123. hen 1 


thought myſelf able to do every 
thing, | was incapable of doing 


any thing. Now that I begin 
to deſpair of myſelt, and have 
no hope left, but in God, I 
begin to be able to do every 
thing. O happy weaknets, O 
1y God, which makes me find 
in thee all that is wanting in 


myſelt! I glory in my infir- 


mities, and the misfortunes of 


my lite, becauſe they ſerve to 


cure my miſtakes concerning 


the world and myſelf. I ought 
to eſteem myſelf happy that 
his mercitul afflictions have re- 
duced me to extremities; ſince 


EU 
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in this annihilation I mall be 
endued with his ſtrength, I thall 
be hid under his wings, and 
environed with that (pecial pro- 

tection, which he extends to 
his devout children who have 
no dependence but upoa lum. 
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TIWENTY-SECOND DAY. 


ON THE DEPTH ö GOD'S 


MERCY. 


1. HOW great is the loving 
kindneſs of the Lord our God, 
and his compaſſion unto ſuch as 
turn unto him in holineſs. Why 
do we delay to caſt ourſelves 
into the depth of the abyls ? 
The more we loole ourſelves 
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therein, in faith and love, the 


more we {hall be in a ſtate of 


ſalvation, Let us give our- 
{clves up to God without ap- 
prehenſizn of danger. He will 


love us, and make us love 


him; and that love increaſing 
daily, ſhall produce in us all 
other virtues. He alone hall 
repleniſh our hearts, which the 
world has agitated and intoxi- 
cated, but never could fill. 
He will take nothing from us 
but what makes us unhappy. 
He will only make us delpite 
the world, which we do per- 


haps already. We ſhall only 


be made to alter a little in our 
actions, and correct the motive 
of them, by making all refer- 


i 


all be ſwallowed up of life. 
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8 
rible to him. Then the molt 
ordinary and ſeemingly indit- 
ferent actions ſhall become ex- 
erciſes of virtue, and ſources 
of conſolation. We ſhall be- 
hold in peace the approach of 
death, as the beginning of life 
immortal; and as St. Paul 
ſaith, we ſhall not be unclothed, 
but clothed upon, and mortality 


2 Cor. v. 4. Then our eyes. 
ſhall be open, and we ſhall. 


\ diſcover the mercy which God 


has exerciſed toward us. 
2. Conſider, in the preſence of 


God the effects of that infinite 
mercy which you have already 
experienced, the lights which 


you have received of Chriſt, the 


1+ 


good thoughts he has inſpired 


you with, the fins he has for- 
given you, the tnares of the 
world he has preferved you 
from, the extraordinary aſſiſt- 


ance he has afforded you: en- 


deavour to excite your love to- 
ward him by the remembrance 
of all thoſe precious marks of 
his goodneſs; add to theſe 
the remembrance of the croſſes 
he has diſpenſed for your {anc- 
tification, for thoſe are allo 
riches of his mercy, which you 
_ ought to confider as fignal 


teſt: monies of his love. Let 


the ſenſe for what is paſſed, in- 


ſpire you with a confidence in 


hum for the future. Learn 
from theſe that he has loved 
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you too much not to love you 
Atl, Diſtruſt not him, but 


only yourlelt ; and remember 
that, as the apoſtle laith, Je 1s 
the Father of mercies, and God 
of all comfort 2 Cor. i. 3. He 
ſometimes ſeparates theſe two: 
his comforts are withdrawn, 
but his mercy endures for ever. 
He hath deprived you of what 
was ſweet and lenfible in his 
grace, becauſe you required 
to be humbled and puniſhed, 
for having fought vain com- 
forts cltewhere. This chaſtiſe- 
ment is ſtill a new depth of his 
divine mercy. 
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TiFENTY-THIRD DAY. 
ON THE EASINESS OF CHRIST'S 
YOKE, 


i MY yoke 1s eaſy, and my 
burden is li 1. Mat. xi. 30. 


Let not the name of yoke ter- 


rify us, for it is the yoke of 
7 and he helps us to bear 

; he inſpires us to love it; 
he endears it to us by the in- 
ward charms of rightcouſnets 
and truth. He gives a dil- 


guſt for falſe pleaſures, and ren- 


ders the practice of virtue de- 
lightful. He fupports man 
againſt himſelf, frees him from 
his original corruption, and 
renders him ſtrong, notwith- 


* „ bags. Mapn, op 
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ſtanding his weakneſs. What 
feareſt thou, O man of little 
faith? Let God exert himſelf 
in thee. Abandon thyſelf to 
him. You ſuffer, but you 
_ ſhall ſuffer with inward love 
and peace. You ſhall fight, 
but you ſhall gain the victory, 
and God bimtelf ſhall fight for 
you, and reward your ſucceſs. 
You ſhall weep, but your tears 
will be pleaſing, and God him- 
ſelf will wipe them from your 
eyes. Ye ſhall no longer fol- 
low your paſſions ; but, after 
a voluntary ſacrifice of your 
liberty, you will find another 
kind of liberty unknown to the 
wo:ld, and more valuable than 
univerſal empire, 
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2. What blindneſs it is to 
fear of being too deeply en- 
gaged with God! The more 
we love him, the more we {hall 
love his commandments; that 
love will comfort us in our 
lofles, westen our croiles, 
ſet us free from all other dan- 
gerous affect ions, make us ice 
even through a cloud of at— 
flictions the hand of mercy that 
dilpenſes them to us, and make 
us Gitcover in death itſelt an 
eternal alorvand telicity. What 
then have we to fear? Is it a 
miistort une to be freed from the 
heavy ycke of the world, and 
bear the light burden of Jeſus 
Chriſt? Do we tear to be too 
happy, too much delivered 
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from ourſelves, from the whims 
of our pride, from the vio- 
lence of our paſſions, and from 
the tyranny ot a deceittul 
world. 


% we. 


 TWENTY-FOURTH DAY... 
ON FALSE LIBERTY. 
1. H HERE the ſpirit of the 


Lord is, there is liberty. 2 Cor. 
111, 17. The love of liberty is 
one of the molt dangerous 
p ſhons of the heart of man; 
it happens with this, as with 
the reſt of the paſſions, de- 
ceives all thoſe who follow it; 
and inſtead of true liberty, it 
reduces them to the moit ſer- 
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vile and infamous ſlavery, for 
what elſe can we call the life 
of worldly men? What do 


they endure in order to obtain 


the good opinion of thoſe whom 
they ſo much hate and deſpiſe? 


What trouble they have to 
ſtifle thoſe paſſions they would 
controul, and gratify thoſe they 
are willing to indulge, to con— 
ceal their inward vexat ions, and 
ſave appearances? Is this the 
liberty we are ſo fond of, and 
which we are ſo unwilling to 
tacrifice to God? Where is this 
liberty to be found? I perceive 
nothing but conſtrain, but baſe 
and unworthy flavery, but a 
deplorable neceſſity of diſ- 


guiſing ourſelves; we refuſe out- 
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ſelves to God, who is willing to 
receive us purely for our ſalva- 
tion, and we give ourſelves uß 
to the world, which can only 
_enflave and cn us. 

2. It is imagined the men of 
the world do nothing but what 
they pleaſe, becaule they re- 
lith the taſte of the paſſions 
they indulge ; but yet thoſe 
who think this, do not conſi- 
der the irktomenets, loatl.ings, 
and diſappointments, inſepera- 
ble from the purſuit of plea- 
ſures ; and the many humili- 
ations, contradictions, and mor- 
tifications which attend the 
higheſt ſtations. The outward 
appearance is pleaſing, but 
Vithin is vexation and anxiety. 
G 
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NMank ind think freedom CC. 


fit in depending on no but 


ointelves ; this is an extrava- 


cant miſtake; there is no ſuch 


Li) 


4 tate E, there is no iuch "COT. 
dition Wherein man does not 
depend © e oth hs here 1 
Leis not more obliged to follow 
ihef FABCIES than 1 ann A 
the buſinels Oi liie 18 3 perpetual 
conſtraint by the lass of g:0J- 
breeding. and the neceſtit of 
Pleaſing others; and 0 our 
Pafflons arc the worit of our 
tyrants: if we Cbey them but 
by halves, we muſt ever be in 
2 perpetual ſtrife and contelt 
within; and f we entireiy give 
ourtelves up, it 1s horrid to 
think to hat extremities they 
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will lead ; they will torment 
the heart, trample on all laws 
of honour and reaſon, and 
like a torrent ſweep all before 
them, and are never ſatisfied. 
Prelerve us, O my God, trom 
this fatal ſlavery ; which pre- 
{ſumption of man calls liberty! 
Liberty is to be found only in 
him, his truth ſhall ſet us free, 
and make us experience, that to 
ſerve him is to reign. 
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TIPEXTY FIFTH DAY. 


ON THE PERFECT DEVOTING 


OURSELVES TO GOD. 
1. LORD what wouldeft 


thou have me to do. Thus taid 
St. Paul, in his inquiry, when 
he was miraculouſly ſtruck to 
the earth, and converted by 
the grace of that Jeius whom 
he had perlecuted. Alas! how 
otten have we perſecuted him 
by our 1nfidelities, our hu— 
nours, and our paſſions, which 


have withſtood the work of bis 


mercy in our hearts? At laſt 
he has ſtruck us down by tri— 
bulation ; he has cruſhed our 
pride, he has confounded our 
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worldly wiſdom, and put our 
ſelf- love into conſter nation. 
Let us then ſay uato him with 
a perfect reſignatin, Lord, 
rat would}? thou have me to do; 
hitherto my return to thee has 
been very impertect; 1 have 
uled many evaſions, and en- 
deavourcd to fave all I poſh- 
bly could, from the total ſa- 
crifice which I ought to make 
to thee, But I am now ready 
to give up all, and defire that 
thou mayeſt become maſter of 
my life an] actions. 

2. Nor is it ſufficient that the 
oblation we make to God be 
univerſal ; it will be of nothing 
while it continues wavering and 
uncertain, without deſcending 
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to pa rticulars ratified by prac- 
tice. Too long, ſaith St. Avgul- 
tin, have 1 Tra led an unſettled. 
and feeble Will for God. Good 
purpotes colts us nothing, and 
are worth nothing if we do not 
put them in practice. We muſt 
deſire and purlue our perfections 
with greater eagerncls than we 
ever ſought temporal good, and 
not do leis for God than we 
have already done for the world. 
Let us fearch our hearts; am 
determined to facrifice to 
God my ſtricteſt friendſhip; 
my molt confirmed Mabe. 
my moſt predominant incl na- 
tions, and my molt agreeable 
amulcments. 
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TIFENTY-SIXTH DAY. 


ON THE TERMS MEN WOULD 
MAKE WII H GOD. 


HO long <i!l ye falt 


1 2 7 diions? 1 Kings, 


Xvili. 21. We well know, if we 
with to be ſaved, we mult ſerve 
and love God: but we would 
willingly ſep>rate from that 
love, and that ſervice all that 
is burdealoine, and leave only 
what is agreeable to us. We 


would ferve him upon the terms 


of g ving him only words and 


ceremonies, and of thoſe cere- 


nonies, only ſuch as are not tuo 
long and te (ious. We would 
love hum upon terms of di- 
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miniſhing nothing | in that blind 


ſelf-love, whereby inſtead of 


referring ourſelves to God, by 
whom, and for whom we exit, 
we, on the cofitrary, refer God 
to ourſelves, and only feek him 


as a ſource of comfort, when 


the creatures fail us. We 
would ferve and love him, 
upon terms ot being ſometimes 


aſhamed of him, and only pay 


him tome outward ſhow of re- 


ligion, not venturing to give 


him any more than the world 


will allow and approve ot. 


What kind of love and ſervice 


is this? 

2. God will admit of no 
other terms with us, but thoſe 
which we have covenanted in 
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our baptiſm, where we have 
promiſed to renounce the world 
for his ſake. The firſt great 
commandment of his law re- 
quires that we {ſhould love 


bim unreſervedly with all our 


heart, all our mind, and all our 
ſtrength. Can it be aid, tnat 
he ſincerely loves God vio pays 


ſo much deference to the world, 


his adverlary, againſt which he 


has denounced to many judg- 


ments? Can it be ſaid he loves 


God, who fears knowing him 


too well, leſt he ſhould mike 
him tov great a ſacrifice? Can 
it be taid he loves God, who 
=ontents himſcit in not affr.-at- 


ing him, and takes no pains to 


Pleaſe him, nor is zealous for 
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an opportunity to teſtify kis 
ardour and fincerity to ſerve 
bim ? God ſets no limits to his 
love toward us; therefore, our 


returns to him ſhould be of 
the lame nature. 


TIVENTY SEVENTH DAY. 
ON SPENDING OUR TIME 
WELL. 


1. LET us do well while wwe 
hate time, Gal. vi. 10. The 
night cometh on When ao man 
can Mort. John, ix. 4. Time 
is precious, but we are igno- 
rant ot its true value; 3 nor wi il 
we learn it before it is too late 
to profit by it. Our friends 
demand it of us as a trifle, and 
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we beitow it accordingly : it 15 


often a burden to us, and colts 
us tome pains to know how to 
diipote of it; yet a day will 
come, when we ſhall think a 


quarter of an hour more valu- 
able than all the treaſures of the 


earth. God, moſt liberal and 


bounteous of ail other things, 
teaches us, by the frugal dif- 


O 


penſat ions of Providence, how 
P 


careful we ought to be to make 
good uſe of time, becauſe he 
never grants us two moments 
together, nor grant us a ſecond, 


until he has withdrawn the firſt, 


ſtul keeping the thyd in his 
On hand, to that we are in- 
tirely uncertain whether we 


mall have it or not. Time is 
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given us to prepare for eter- 


nity, and eternity will not be 


too long to lament our loſt 
time, if we have made a bad 
ule of it. 

2. Our whole life, as well as 
our heart, belongs to God ; they 
are neither of them too much 
for him: he gave us them for 
no other end than to love and 

ſerve him. Let us, therefore, 
roh him of nothing. It is not 
in our power every moment to 
do great things for him; but 
we may always do what is pro- 
per for our ſtation, To be 
filent, to ſuffer, and to pray, 
when there is no room for out- 
ward action, is pleaſing and 
acceptable offering to God. A 


. ZE 
diſappointment, a contradic- 
tion, an injuſtice received, and 


endured for the ſake of God, 


is of as much value as a long 


prayer, and the time 15 not loſt 
which is ſpent in the practice 
of meekneſs and patience. But 


for theſe we muſt be cautious, 


that thoſe interruptions are not 


_ occaſioned by our own faults, 


Thus we ſhould regulate our 


| I and redcem the time, as St. 


Paul faith, fyins from thezorld, 


its vain ainuſements, nſclels 


corretpondences, and improfit- 


able converſations, which lerves 
only to diffipate the mind, and 


indulge the heart in {elf-love. 
By theſe means we ſhall find 


time for the ſervice of God. 


Ste LMS £& 
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All that is employ ed otherwiſe 
18 loft. 


TIFENTY-EIGHTH-DAY., 
ON THE PRESENCE or GOD, 
1. I ALK before me, and 


be thou perfect. Gen. xvii. 1. 
Thus ſaid Ged unto Abra- 
ham; by theſe words we are 
inſtructed, that to live in the 
prelence of God is the way 
to perfections. Whenever ve 
depart from that way, it is by 
looſing fight of God, and tor- 


getting our dependance upon 


him. God is the light by 
which we fee, and the "ad 40 


which we ſhould wm. In al! 


the tranſactlons and diitticat 
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events of lie, we ſhould con- 
fider only the order of his pro- 
vidence, and we (hall maintain a 
ſenſe of his preſence in the midi 
of our affairs, as long, in per- 
forming it, we have no other 
inte ention but purely that of 
obe s Him. 

I Will lift UP H eyes 10 
e A 0h from whence comet my 
bei p. Pl. cxxi. i. Depend- 
ing on Our feet is not ſufficient 
for our r e from the 
innumerable inares that ſur— 
round us; the danger, indeed, 
is below, but the e 
can only come from above; 
thither muſt we raiſe our eyes 
to him, from whom our help 
cometh, We arc continually 
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encompaſſed by our enemies; 
nor are we, by reaſon of our 
infirmities, in leſs danger from 
within: there is no hope for us 
but in Jeſus Chriſt, who has 
overcome the world for himſelf 
and for us; his Omnipotence 
will ſupport our infirmities. 


— 4 4*ũ 


TIWENTY-NINTH DAY. 


ON THE LOVE GOD HATH 
FOR Us. 


. 1 HAVE loved you with 
an oy 'rnal love. Before all ages, 
and even before we had our 
preſent being, he thought of 
us, and thought only to do us 
good. What he meditated from 
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eternity, he executed in its 
time. His bountiful hand has 
beſtowed on us all kinds of 
bleſſings : nor has our infide- 
lities, nor our ingratitudes, as 
numberleſs as they are, dried 


up the fountain of his gifts, 


nor ſtopped the courſe of his 


mercies. O love without any 


beginning, which has loved us 


during infinite ages, even when 
we could neither be ſenſible of 
it, nor acknowledge it! O love 
without meaſure, which has 


made us what we are, which 

has given us what we have, and 

which alſo promiſes us infinite» 

ly more! O love without in- 

terruption, and without incon- 

ſtancy, which all the bitter 
H 


£ 
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1 
waters of our iniquitics could 
never cxtinguith! O my God, 
have we a heart that is not 
pierced with gratitude, love, 
and tendernels |! Ls 
2. But what do we behold? 
A God, who after having given 
all. gives up himfelt! A God 
who comes to ſeck alter us, 
even when we are funk into 
nothing! He who ccadeicend- 
ed to take the form of a flave, 
to deliver us from the ſlavery 
of our enemies? He who made 
himſelf poor to enrich us. He 
who calls us and purſues vs, 
where erer we ly. He who 
expired in torments to fave us 
from the arms of death, and 
dave us in licu thereof a happy 
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life! yet how often do we re— 
fuſe both him and the life he 
offers. What thall we take a 
man to be, who thould love 
another as God loves us; and 
what afffict ions do not thoſe. 
deſerve, wlio, after this great 
ſacrifice, that hall not love the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt? 


THIRTIETH DAY. 


OJ THE LOVE WE our 
10 HAVE FOR cop. 


r. I/ HOM have I in Heaven 
but thee © and there 15 none on 
-earth:tÞat 1 defire. beſides Lites 
Pt. lIxxin. 25. When we lay 
to God that we love him with 
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our heart, it is often mere words 
without truth or meaning. We 
have learnt it in our infancy, 
and we continue to ule it when 
Ve are grown up without think- 


ing what we fay. To love 


God, is to have no other will 
but his; to keep faithfully his 
holy law, and have in abhor— 


rence all violation of it. To 


love God, 1s to love what 
Chriſt loved, poverty, humi— 
liations, and tufferings. To 
hate what Chriſt hated, the 
world and its vanity. Can it 
be ſaid that we love an object, 


which we do not wilh to re- 


ſemble? To love God 1s to 
defire to converſe with him. 
To wiſh to go with him. To 
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ſigh and languiſh after him. 


That is but a talſe love, which 


has no defire to ſee the beloved. 


2. Our Lord came to bring 
fire upon the earth. Luke xi. 
49. and defired that fire might 
overſpread it. Yet men live in 
a deadly coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence. 'They love money, fine 
manſions, titles, and a chimera, 
which they call reputation ; 


they love converſation, amuſe- 
ment, even the meaneſt and the 


molt contemptible things ; but 
divine love very ſeldom finds 
a place 1n our hearts. 


ſtanding our infidelities. Let 


the fire of thy love extinguiſh 
all other : 


What can we ſee 


O Lord, 


do thou reign over us, notwith» 
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lovely out of thee, which is 
not to be found in its {ull per- 
fecton in thee, O thou toun- 
tain of all good! Grant us 
but grace to love thee, and we 
ſhall then love thee only, and 


our love ſhall be eternal. 


PPP A 


THIRTY-FIRST DAY. 


SENTIMENTS OF DIVINE - 


LOVE. 


1. WE love him, becauſe be 


#Fr/t loved us. 1 John iv. 19. 


But when ſhall we return love 


for love? When {hall we ſeek 


after him who ſeecks after us, 


and who bears us in his arms? 


It is wichin his tender and fa- 
therly botom that we forget him; 


n . — 
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it is through the twectneſs of I's 
gitts tlh af we Ceaſe to tht ink of 
him: what we receive {rom hin 
every moment, inſteach of ten- 


derly affecting us, does Only 


— — 


lerve to amule us. 11. iS the 


fountain from whence floss all 
plex ures; the creatures are but 
the channels, and the channel 


make us reckon the 1 Urce as 


nothing. This immenſe love 
purlucs us wherever we go, and 
we continually fly from its pure 
ſuits !- He is every where, and 
we ſee him no where! We 
think ourſelves alone, when ve 


have. only him: he does Il 
and we cannot rely upon him 


in any thing! We take our 
affairs to be in a d<lperate caie, 


ö 
when we have no reſource lett 
us but what his Providence can 
tupply, as if infinite and al- 
mighty love was capable of 
doing nothing! O monſtrous 


folly! O ſubverſion of the 


whole man! 
2. Yet thou, O love, beareſt 
with us! thou waiteſt upon us 


with a patience without end, 


and even ſeemeſt, by thy exceſs 
of patience, to indulge us in 
our ingratitudes: even they 
who defire to love thee, love 
thee only for themſelves, for 
their conſolation, or for their 
ſecurity. Where are they that 
love thee for thy own fake ? 

Where are they that love thee 
becauſe they were created for 


A 
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no other end but to love thee ? 
They are unknown among men, 


and their names written only in 
thy book. But to what pur- 


poſe doth the world ſubſiſt, if 
we love not thee, and if we 
love thee not ſo as to be made 
fully ſenſible that the love of 
thee is far above every other 


bleſſing? This was thy inten- 
tion in producing without thee 
what is not thyſelf; it was thy 
deſign to create beings, who, 
holding all from thee, ſhould 


devote themſelves to thee alone. 
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ON THE WORDS. 


Lord teach us io pray. 
Luke Xi. I. 


O LORD, I know not what 


I ſhould aſk of thee. Thou 


only knoweſt what are my 
wants; and thou lovett me 
better than 1 can love myſelf. 
O Lord, give me, thy child, 


what is ncceſlarv, G hat ſocver it 


may be. I due not aſk either 
crotles or contolatioins. vl that 
I ſhall do is to preſent mytelf 
before thee: I lay open my 
heart to thee. Behold my 
Wants, Khich l am not ac- 


quainted with : but do thou 


behcld, and do according to 
thy mercy. Smite or heal! 
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Depreſs me, or raiſe me up : IS } 
adore all thy purpoſcs, without 
knowing tt! hom ; | have nothing 
to fay for mytcli—take me in 
ſacriſice. I entitely abandon 
myſelf to thee. I have no 


more any dcfire, but to accom- 


plith thy will. Lord, teach me 
to pray : and pray thou hoſes 
in me. | 
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FATHER'S ADVICE 
HIS SON. 


UP ES EPA UN © 


Look, my fon, upon an 
auful Gale of God, a devout 
affection toward N and a 


fear of offending him, as the 


very foundation of all religion 
and virtue. If you are deſti- 
tute of this, you will deſpiſe 
the beſt inſtruclions that I can 
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give vou, ond will render your- 
7 


telt unhappy in this fe, and 
tor ever miſcrable in that to 
come. 

Next to God ob'erve a ſuit— 
able rererence and obedience 
toward your parents. And not 
only to hearken to your father 
when he teaches you to fear 
God, or reproves thee tor have 
ing done aimts, but to let thy 
mothcr's . De ſtiictly 
obeyed by thee; and be ſare 
never to depart tron them. 

Ee fure to regard the advice 
of your parents in all things, 
and treature it up in your mind; 
for this wil 55 of more real 
value than any thing they have 
to beſtow upon you; it will 


„FF 
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make you more eſteemed by 


God, and reſpected by all wor- 


thy and good men, than worldly 


treatures or honour. 


This world 1s a place ot arti— 
fice, vice, and deluſion, and 
It will try to cntice you from 
vour obedience, but remember 
there is none that can Iuye you 
o well as your parents; there- 
fore, be not deceived by them, 
but avoid their company : for 
it you ſuffer yourtelt to fol- 
low any kind of wickedhefs in 
imitation of others, though 
adviſed to the contrary, you 
wil certainly draw the anger of 
God upon you, and be will 
puniſh you with ficknets and 
Poverty; and ik you {lull go 
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on in your wickedneſs, will 
ſoon after pumiſh you with 
death. Avoid then, my be- 


loved ſon, this ruinous abyſs, 


and follow the humble advice 
of thy affectionate father, whoſe 
happineſs conſiſts in thine. 


* 


END. 
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